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We’re listening!
We’ve had tremendous  
feedback from everyone 
about the first issue. All 
positive, all good. But, we did 
have quite a few comments 
that the layout was a bit 
‘old fashioned’ as one Volvo 
trucker put it. Well, never let 
it be said that we don’t listen 
to our readers. We’ve been 
busy since the craziness of 
the launch issue and have 
designed and implemented a 
completely new look for VTD. 
In fact, we’ve done exactly as 
you asked. Pictures are bigger 
and there’s a centrefold ‘hero’ 

photograph now. We’ve also 
cut the length of some of the 
stories and redesigned VTD to 
be more upmarket in feel and 
look. We like it and we hope 
you do too. But the best news 
is that VTD is still FREE from a 
huge range of locations,  
including major truckstops 
and selected Tesco 
superstores. But enough of 
my inconsequential waffling. 
If you love Volvo trucks, if 
you’re a driver, an operator 
or an enthusiast; we want to 
hear from you. What’s your 
story? How did you come to 
be driving one of these top 

trucks? You can contact me 
direct, the details are on this 
page, to let me know what it is 
about Volvo that floats your boat. 
We particularly want to hear 
from you if you’re taking your 
Volvo truck to Truckfest at 
Peterborough on May 6th 
and 7th. Because VTD will be 
presenting the VOSCARS, the 
first of our annual awards to 
some proud Volvo truckers. 
See you there. The details are 
on page 4. 

Matt
Editor
matthew@volvotruckdriver.com
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“1,000,000 KM, 
the saMe clutch”

case study 01686

volvo trucKs. driving progress
www.volvotrucks.co.uk   www.facebook.com/volvotrucksuk   www.twitter.com/volvotrucksuk 

eBc BraKes

Volvo Total Solutions Category: Genuine Volvo Parts

Company: EBC Brakes    Dealer: Volvo Truck & Bus Centre East Anglia

Location: Northampton     Business: Automotive Distribution  

“My Volvo truck has always been serviced at Volvo Kettering every six weeks and I’ve been driving it  

on the same clutch for 7½ years. Over 1 million km, it’s a nice feeling,” says Phil Moore, who drives 

a Volvo FM9. “It’s proved to me that driving right and with a Genuine Volvo Part that really is made  

to last, makes the perfect combination. My first Volvo done me proud, this second one has done 

me even prouder.” Thanks Phil!

We can’t guarantee every part will last a million kilometres but we can guarantee that with Genuine 

Volvo Service and Genuine Volvo Parts you will see the difference in business efficiency and 

long-term maintenance. 

Discover the difference - talk to your Volvo Trucks Dealer today.

Use your smart phone to scan this QR code to visit our website  

and follow us on Facebook and Twitter. 

3968 Parts Mr Clutch Ad AW VTD 17.02.12.indd   1 17/02/2012   15:44
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In a bid to bestow honours 
on the best of the best Volvo 
trucks on display there, The 
Editor of VTD, surrounded 
by his usual posse of 
fawning admirers no doubt, 
will be pounding the mean 
‘grass-top’ streets of the 
East Anglia Showground, 
Peterborough on May 6th 
and 7th. We’ll be seeking 

out what we think are the 
best Volvo trucks on display 
at Truckfest and  presenting 
four proud recipients with a 
sparkling trophy, including 
one sponsored by Volvo 
Trucks no less. This is your 
chance to pick up what have 
been dubbed (by me) as the 
Volvo Oscars or VOSCARS. 
Four categories will be up for 

grabs. In no particular order, 
they are: Classic  – for pre-1990 
registered Volvo trucks .  Next 
up is the award for post 1990 
registered Volvos. Best Show 
Truck does what it says on the 
cab, i.e.  it’s clean, it’s mean, it’s 
covered in Mr Sheen. Finally, 
there’s the Editor’s Choice – 
Best Working Truck award. This 
is aimed very much at the truck 

that’s just come off shift and 
straight onto the Showground 
as opposed to one that has 
been specially pimped, prepped 
and polished. Our only advice to 
our fantastic, loyal readers, is get 
yourself and your Volvo down 
to Truckfest Peterborough coz 
you’ve got to be in it to win it. Be 
there, because, as the ad says, it 
could be yoo hoo!

It Could Be You! Three axles good: Four axle 
tag with rearsteer betterVTD awards launch for Truckfest

POWER UPGRADE
With power comes responsibility they say. Well, whoever the 
mysterious ‘they’ are, Gareth Edwards has been listening. The 
director of Cheshire based Cranage Haulage has put a new Euro 
5 compliant FH16-600 double drive tractor unit on the road to 
meet the latest emissions requirements when delivering inside 
the London Low Emission Zone. “Although we deliver plant and 
construction machines all over the UK and Ireland, we’re seeing 
an increase in the amount of work we get in London and the 
south east,” says company director Gareth Edwards, who also 
drives the new FH16-600. The FH16 is on a five year Repair and 
Maintenance contract and Thomas Hardies at Middlewich carry 
out servicing to suit us, whether that’s overnight or at weekends. 
They give us first class service.”

R

In a time where image is everything !!!
Official supplier

email: sales@ultimateid.co.uk   or    Tel: 01773 862762

R

Suppliers of Quality Clothing to professional companies who take image & safety serious.

Ultimate ID are proud to supply garments to a standard not just a price, We believe in value

for money that’s why we only supply clothing that performs & are sure won’t let you down.

We are official suppliers of Tranemo Workwear & Lyngsoe Rainwear within these ranges you’ll

find superior garments that perform to highest level in the of hardest Industries.

Our in-house Embroidery & Print service ensures quality results every time, 

We are a family run company, no middle-man you’re dealing direct.

Owner drivers to national companies, one driver pack to 5000 garments.

RECOVERY PACK
2 X HI-VIS TROUSERS NAVY / ORANGE
4 X PREMIUM POLO’S WITH POCKET
2 X LONG SLEEVED VESTS CLASS 3
1 X Lr32 WINTER RAIN COAT NAVY / ORANGE

Top Quality Garments, designed to perform & last. 
Don't confuse these items with cheap substitutes!

Main Garments by TRANEMO & LYNGSOE
Pack price includes decoration with your company name or logo.
Price includes mainland UK delivery. 

Quality
 

for

£225+VAT

Call or e-mail to Order

Night Out Pack
5 x Premium Polo’s
2 x Heavy Sweatshirts
1 x Full zip fleece
2 x Driver HI-VIZ vests
1 x 45 L Holdall (Black)
1 x 30x50 Hand Towel (Black)

All colours Available
Sizes Small to XXL
Includes left chest Embroidered company name / Logo
Includes mainland UK delivery

£115+VATOnly

Pack examples Click & Buy On-line

Carmarthen animal feeds 
specialist Cowindale has 
joined the growing ranks 
of operators, like GLW 
Feeds of Shepshed, who 
are turning to Volvo’s FM 
Tridem configuration for farm 
deliveries. The Tridem features 
four axles but dispenses with 
the with the second steer and 
thus has three axles at the 
rear. While two axles supply 
the conventional double 
drive found on the majority 
of 8-wheelers, the fourth axle 
is a hydraulically operated 
rearsteer, lifting tag. Operators 
report that the Volvo FM 
Tridem can reach the parts 
where even a 6-wheeler 
struggles. Quite a claim, but, 
after having recently spent 
a day with one of the GLW 
Feeds Tridems, we can vouch 
for it. These trucks will firkle 
their way round farmyard 
gateposts and thread their 
way between gaps between 
outbuildings that, quite frankly 
would make a 6-wheeler 
driver hyperventilate and seek 
advice from the traffic office. 

VTD will be flying the flag at 
Truckfest with four new awards

Mint! Gareth Edwards shows  
off his new 80 tonne  
GCW FH16-600

Last year’s Volvo Trucks Driver Challenge was such a 
success that they’re running the event again this year. 
The twist is that they are using an all FM fleet fitted with 
the silky smooth 11 litre motor, at 450 hp, that is winning 
friends among hard pressed operators for its fuel efficiency. 
Around 120 drivers from the UK and Ireland are expected 
to take part in this year’s competition. For the lucky top ten 
competitors, the final, which promises to be a real hoolie of 
an event, will be in Galway at the same time as the Volvo 
Ocean Race yachts cross the line to mark the end of their 
gruelling round the world race. 

Volvo Trucks Driver 
Challenge 2012 is 

under way

Tridem and buy dem  
for Cowindale
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But even we were 
surprised when, 
after having sat in 

on one of the lectures and 
finally been instructed to 
get behind the wheel of a 
Volvo FH drawbar outfit, 
we found that we could not 
start the truck. “You have to 
do more than just turn the 
key,” remarked the senior 
instructor Unto Pentinmaki. 
“First you have to blow into 
the Alcolock to make sure 
that there are no traces of 
alcohol in your system.”

Finland, like Sweden, attributes 
almost a third of its traffic 
accidents to alcohol-impaired 
drivers. Consequently road 
haulage companies and insurers 
are keen to ensure that truck 
drivers especially are aware 
of the dangers of drinking and 
driving. The SATAEDU School 
for truck drivers is just one 
of several similar educational 
facilities around the country 
providing novice would-be 
drivers with comprehensive 
training which includes 
classroom tuition, load-security, 

defensive driving and skid-pan experience. 
Conducted over a period of 26-weeks the 
schooling is paid for partly by the Finnish 
government and partly by either the student  
or by the haulage company by whom they  
are employed.
The instruction on the day we attended was 
aimed primarily at demonstrating how badly 
things can go wrong on a slippery ice-covered 
road if an ABS fault develops and how an extra 
10-km (six-mph) speed can almost double 
stopping distances. Having watched the 
students carry out a series of manoeuvres in 
vehicles that ranged from a rigid six-wheeler to 
a maximum capacity 25.25-metre truck-trailer 
combination we were then invited to try the 

We had expected that things might be a little different when 
we visited the driving school for truck drivers in Huittinen,
Finland recently.

ABOVE 
No blow, no go. 
Volvo’s Alcolok 

stops over  
the limit drivers 

from starting  
the engine

INSET 
‘Oops’ as they 
say in Finland

Driving on 
Finn ice

improved safety + increased productivity = enhanced driving pleasure

Enquiries by Phone:

0845 519 8940
See our comprehensive website now:

www.tech4trucks.com

Fleet Tracking 
& Productivity

Installation Services

Safety Equipment

Telematics

Tools & Workshop

Toys & Gadgets

Vehicle Security

Lots More

sales@tech4trucks.com

van             truck             bus             rv             plant             agriculture

great 
prices
online

in-cab
entertainment

reversing
aids

mobile
communications

satellite
navigation & gps
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test track ourselves. 
The Alcolock in the Volvo 
gave us the all-clear and 
having finally started the 
truck we were instructed 
to drive around the test 
track at 40-kph (25mph) 
and enter a series of gentle 
curves while bringing the 
vehicle to a safe stop. 
This proved almost too 
easy with the ABS system 
working, but once disabled 
we quickly discovered 
that the trailer had an 
alarming, if predictable 
tendency to weave around 
uncontrollably behind 
us. At this point we were 
told to continue braking 
gently and not to try and 
accelerate in an attempt to 
straighten the combination 
out. “You would need 
several hundred more 
horses under your right 
foot for that approach to 
work,” said our instructor. 
Unlike vehicles in the 
UK, Finnish trucks are 
equipped with a trailer 

control valve which allows 
drivers to apply the trailer 
brakes independently. This 
works well and we later 
discovered that it is possible 
to bring a maximum length 
truck-trailer combination to a 
completely safe halt just by 
using the trailer brakes.
As is the case in Britain, 
Finland’s haulage companies 
are facing a serious driver 
shortage during the next few 
years. But, unlike Britain, the 
Finnish Government is doing 
something to combat the 
situation by providing State-
sponsored driver schools. 
Young, inexperienced drivers 
qualifying for the coveted truck 
drivers’ licence at the end of 
the course also receive support 
in finding employment and 
many are offered placements 
with companies while still 
studying. This approach 
shows willingness from all 
parties to both acknowledge 
the driver-shortage and 
to work at improving the 
situation. 

BElOW 
Senior Instructor 
Unto Pentinmaki

BOTTOM 
Weaving up a 
(snow) storm
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ABOVE lEFT 
Legendary F12 
– what the FH 
replaced in 1993

ABOVE
Opinion is 
that this is the 
replacement for 
Volvo’s FH

ABOVE RIGHT 
FH grabbed lots 
of attention post 
launch in 1993 
for its modern 
looks

Eagle eyed lorry 
spotter Mike Cale, 
kindly supplied 

these super and exclusive 
images to VTD of the ‘new 
FH’ under taking field 
trails. These up close and 
personal shots of what 
we have to assume is 
the new generation Volvo 
were taken in a secret 
location in the south west. 
The truck had been spotted 
on a very regular basis 
running from Leicestershire 

into Newent in Gloucestershire 
and is believed to be working 
on a poultry contract. The 
truck disappeared from public 
gaze for a few weeks for what 
we assume was for the Volvo 
engineers to review the results 
of the shake down tests.
These detailed pictures really 
show the Volvo group styling 
and even a degree of carryover 
from the current range of the 
FH. The exhaust shield with 
the square embossed pattern 
covering the silencer and DPF 

assembly with the Volvo name obscured by 
‘gaffer’ tape and also DX11 number plate could 
signify the test vehicle’s engine tag. The wealth 
of instruments that are apparently mounted on 
top of the dash,  also go a long way to prove the 
vehicles performance is been closely monitored 
by both the driver and the Swedish engineers. 
Further examination of the roof shows the 
heavily masked roof profile designed hide the 
true shape of the roofline and ultimately the 
interior standing height of the Globetrotter cab. 
The reduced rake on the screen will also come 
as a welcome improvement, vastly enhancing 
the much criticised restricted shoulder space 
whilst standing in the cab and possibly the ‘blind 

spot’ caused by the current model’s large A post. 
Although heavily disguised the headlamp and 
grille design that form part of the iconic look 
will no doubt continue forming part of the new 
vehicles signature styling.
Although not viewed, Volvo will undoubtedly 
aim to bring to the market class leading interior 
design aimed very much at making the cab the 
place to be seen for the driver. The question 
that does remain unanswered is the power 
train. Volvo has remained tight lipped about 
their Euro 6 offerings and in particular the 
engine power ratings of the 13 litre and 16 
litre derivatives, but we must assume that the 
available spread of power ratings and engine 

torques may lift.  Looking at 
the packaging of the exhaust/
DPF Volvo will be utilising both 
SCR and EGR technologies 
to achieve the new emission 
standards. The large Adblue 
tank also reaffirms that the 
urea dosage could well be 
significantly higher than that of 
the current Euro 5 models.
As the vehicle looks to be so far 
on in development, we could 
expect to see it launched as 
soon as late 2012 and readily 
available for the 2013 Euro 6 

arrival. An interesting point 
could come in the form of 
launching the vehicle with 
limited Euro 5 engine power 
availability to capture any  
Euro 5 pre buy sales 
opportunity, but this is  
unlikely. We’d be interested 
to hear your views on what 
you think Volvo should do to 
improve the FH for drivers. 

You can email us at:  
editor@volvotruckdriver.com  
or call Matt on 01257 231521 

The Times they are  
a Changin’
The FH has been the tall cab, long-haul mainstay of the Volvo range in the UK and
Ireland since its introduction in 1993. Conjecture has been rife for a couple of years
about what will eventually replace it. Now, a heavily disguised test truck has been
seen daily on the motorways of the Midlands. Is this the new FH?
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All images courtesy of Ade Portlock.

This is where we pay homage to the 
dedicated professional drivers who have 
contributed so much to the success of 
Volvo in the UK and Ireland. In this issue, 
we feature those Kings of the Road – the 
Heavy Haulage FHs and FH16 artics up 
to 150 tonnes GCW. 
From enormous concrete over bridge 
sections to giant quarry dump trucks. 

From earthmovers and power station 
turbines to priceless steam locomotives 
and even aeroplane wings, drivers of 
these giant load shifters of the haulage 
industry have their work cut out to 
deliver their indivisible cargo. It’s a job 
that requires the patience of a saint, 
ingenuity and dedication to finding safe, 
efficient ways to reach the destination 
without destroying road signs and street 
lamps. We hope you enjoy these ‘special 
types’ pictures which have been brought 
to you exclusively by ace truck snapper 
Ade Portlock. Enjoy!
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Xtra, Xtra large FH
Simon Gibson 

Transport’s new 
Volvo is the first in 

the UK with the XXL cab. 
In essence it is 200mm 
longer than the standard 
Globetrotter and the bunk 
is correspondingly wider. 
“It’s the fiftieth truck 
we’ve bought since the 
company was started,” 
says Gibson. “We wanted 
a flagship, something a 
bit special. Steve Hatfield 
just happened to be the 
next driver in line for a new 
truck.” The extra room in 
the cab is complemented 
by larger capacity exterior 

lockers. Just the job, says 
Steve, for storing his full set of 
PPE gear that is needed while 
loading and unloading the 
smartly liveried tanker trailers 
that characterise the Simon 
Gibson Transport fleet. 
Simon is impressed with the 
quality of service they receive 
from Volvo dealer Crossroads.  
He recalls an incident when a 
clutch needed replacing : “They 
picked the truck up at 8pm and 
delivered it back at 3am with 
a new clutch. We don’t carry 
a spare truck and Crossroads 
made sure we didn’t drop a 
load and let a customer down. 
They’re really good like that and 

bend over backwards to help.” The fleet nowadays 
consists 36 vehicles of which 33 are Volvo FHs. 
“Volvo is one of the best manufacturers,” says 
Simon. “But, good as the product is, we keep 
buying Volvo because of Crossroads. Their parts 
service is brilliant. They deliver more or less on 
demand. It also helps that we are pretty much 
surrounded by Crossroads dealerships too.” 
Simon decided to buy the FH-540 XXL following 
discussions with Crossroads when replacing the 
fleet’s previous flagship truck, a 2005 registered 
FH16-610. “The FH16 was a special truck. I 
wanted something a bit different to replace it. 
We talked to Crossroads and Volvo also became 
involved. A local company in Grimsby bought the 
FH16 and we decided to go for the XXL. The Volvo 
product is right for us.” He explains. “As long as 
the dealer keeps looking after us, I see no reason 
why we won’t keep going back.” 

Simon Gibson  
Transport limited
Profile: Family firm
Base: Goole,  
Yorkshire
Volvo fleet: 33  
Volvo FHs
Main business:  
Tanker transport of  
bulk and granular  
materials Docklands Diner & Truckstop

location 2 minutes from M62 Junction 36  
just off A616 main drag to Goole Docks. 
SAT NAV Location: DN14 6UD
Parking For up to 45 trucks – always  
plenty of room. 
Overnight: £10 plus VAT. 
Prices- main menu: Mid-price, easy  
on the pocket.
Prices – specials board:  £6.50 gets a  
top value pie or curry meal.
Service: Well friendly. 
Facilities: Very clean and tidy showers and 
toilets. Male and Female showers. 
Truckwash: £10 plus VAT. 
Overall VTD rating: Leading UK contender for 
the VTD Top Scran AWARD 2012.

If you’re looking for a nice clean and tidy 
stop over for your break in the Goole area, 
we recommend the Docklands Diner & 
Truckstop. Plug DN14 6UD into the trusty 
Sat Nav and swing into their capacious 
yard on Andersen Road, close to Simon 

Gibson Transport’s depot in 
Nielson Road, Goole.  VTD 
dropped in there with our 
snapper Craig after shooting the 
pics for the XXL article. We were 
warmly welcomed by owners 
Stewart and Samantha Tanton  
who were busy speedily serving 
hungry truckers with mouth 
watering home cooked grub (pie 
dinners £6.50),  Big Breakfasts 
(£5.40) and lashings of tea and 
coffee. Stewart explained that, 
as an ex driver of 20 years 
standing, he wanted to open a 
diner and truckstop that would 
be a real home from home 
with well lit, clean facilities, 
friendly service and good value 
grub. In 2008, the Dockland 
Diner & Truckstop was voted 
by Truck and Driver magazine 
one of the safest places in the 

UK to park up at 
night. They’re open 
between 6 am and 
10pm in the summer 
and until 9pm in the 
winter. Lasagne, 
roast dinners, suet 
puds and Samantha’s 
amazing home 
cooked pastries are 
all top sellers. They 
also do homemade 
sandwiches, ham 
salad and egg mayo 
for example. Just 
remember, there’s 
always an award 
winning pie (meat 
supplied by a local 
butcher) on the menu! 
To quote Samantha. 
“No one ever leaves 
hungry!”

lEFT (left to right) 
Owners Stewart 
and Samantha 
Tanton with 
Volvo FH XXL 
driver Steve 
Hatfield of Simon 
Gibson Transport

Story and images courtesy 
of Volvo Trucks

Simon Gibson: “Volvo is one of the 
best manufacturers.”

The amazing 
home cooked 

pastries 
are all top 

sellers
They picked 

the truck up 
at 8pm and 

delivered it 
back at 3am
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SIMON GIBSON 
TRANSPORT    FH-540 Globetrotter XXl

In association with
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Liverpool-based construction 
industry waste disposal 
and recycling experts City 

Centre Commercials (CCC) have 
taken delivery of the largest 
single order for Volvo FMX 
tippers since the truck’s launch in 
2010. The company, which was 
founded in 1986, celebrated 25 
years in business last year.  The 
15 FMX-410 8x4 tippers were 
supplied by Volvo dealer Thomas 
Hardie Commercials in Knowsley, 
Liverpool. All the FMXs are being 
maintained on four year, full R&M 
contracts by the dealer at their 
Knowsley workshops. These are 
the first Volvos to be operated 
by CCC and will be used on 
muckaway duties and for hauling 
of all types of construction 
waste to their recycling facilities 
which handle over 10,000 
tonnes a week.  All the Volvo 
FMX tippers are equipped with 
I-Shift transmissions and B-ride 
bogie suspension. CCC is also 
trialling Volvo’s telematics system, 
Dynafleet. The ABBA bodywork is 
manufactured from high strength 
Hardox steel. Auto sheeting 
systems and reversing cameras 
are also fitted.

Muckaway monsters
Dishing the dirt. CCC’s largest order for FMX in UK 
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Volvo Drivers’  
handbooks go digital
Now it is also possible 

to download it - 
for free - via the 

Internet. “A digital driver’s 
handbook in the office 
computer is a practical 
complement to the printed 
version stored in the truck. 
This way it is easy to 
quickly access information 
about the vehicle,” says 
Stefan Börjesson, Manager 
Driver Information at Volvo 
Trucks. For vehicle owner 
and dealer alike, it can 
be a good idea to have a 
digital driver’s handbook, 
for instance when the 
vehicle changes owner. If 
the printed version gets 

lost, there is always a back-up 
available while a new printed 
handbook is ordered and 
delivered. If the owner wants the 
driver’s handbook in printed or 
digital form in another language 
than the original version, that 
too is not a problem.
“The downloadable driver’s 
handbook is ordered free of 
charge via the Volvo Trucks 
website by filling in the chassis 
number, model designation, 
contact details and required 
language. After that we will 
send an e-mail with a link and 
it is from there that the driver’s 
handbook is downloaded in 
.PDF format. It’s as simple as 
that,” says Stefan Börjesson.

Every Volvo truck has its own unique driver’s handbook 
whose contents are individually tailored to match the 
vehicle’s specification.

BElOW RIGHT Driver’s 
handbooks are 

now available 
on-line too

RIGHT Stefan 
Börjesson.

BOTTOM You can  
recycle all those 

paper based 
Driver’s Hand-

books now that 
Volvo have  

introduced a  
digital version – 

and it’s FREE!

For more info, visit: 
www.volvotrucks.com/TRUCKS/GLOBAL/EN-GB/TRUCKS/
HANDBOOK-ONLINE/PAGES/HANDBOOK-ONLINE.ASPX
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Bio-DME:  
Future fuel?
Now, halfway through 

its two-years, the 
preliminary results 

show that Bio-DME already 
functions in daily commercial 
operations. If diesel fuel were 
to be replaced by Bio-DME, 
CO2 emissions would be 
able to be reduced by a 
massive 95 per cent.
Ten Volvo Bio-DME trucks 
have now been in regular 
operation since last autumn 
and halfway through the 
project, the results surpass 
expectations. A short while 
ago the first of the ten trucks 
broke through the 100,000 
kilometre barrier and today all 

the trucks have together covered 
in excess of 400,000 kilometres. 
“This is the first time Bio-DME is 
being used as a vehicle fuel on a 
large scale and, following the first 
evaluation of the field test, we 
can see that the Bio-DME trucks 
function very well on the road, 
way exceeding our expectations. 
The technology is reliable and the 
entire process is characterised by 
energy-efficiency, from production 
and distribution all the way to the 
vehicles themselves. We feel this 
is a vehicle fuel with a great future. 
We’ve developed technology 
that makes it possible to use the 
fuel in commercial operations,” 
says Per Salomonsson, Project 

Manager Alternative Fuels at Volvo. 
PostNord and DHL are two of the haulage firms 
that are participating in the project. Both aim to 
drastically cut their CO2 emissions by 2020 and 
for both these companies their participation in 
the field test was a natural move. “Our drivers are 
very pleased. They report that it is at least as easy 
to run on Bio-DME as it is on conventional diesel 
fuel. This is an entirely new technology, but we 
have nevertheless experienced very few technical 
problems and, what is more, the trucks run much 
more quietly with Bio-DME in the tank,” says 
Henrik Boding, environmental affairs manager for 
the Logistics business area at PostNord. “Since 
98 per cent of our carbon dioxide emissions come 
from truck transportation, we see considerable 
potential in the excellent carbon dioxide efficiency 
of Bio-DME,” says Ulf Hammarberg, Manager 
Environmental Affairs, DHL.

Volvo’s Bio-DME project aims to assess whether there is a
market for Bio-DME (Di-Methyl-Ether) for commercial vehicles.

We feel this 
is a vehicle 
fuel with 
a great 
future

BElOW
FH Bio-DME 
test truck

PER SAlOMONSSON

For Truck, Camping and General enquiries call 01775 768661, 
or visit: www.truckfest.co.uk or email: info@livepromotions.co.uk

SAVE MONEY - BOOK DAY TICKETS IN ADVANCE:  
24 hour ticketline 0844 209 7363*

*ALL TICKET BOOKINGS ARE SUBJECT TO A SINGLE TRANSACTION FEE OF £1.50

...Truckfest is all this and more!

Organised by 
Live Promotions Events Ltd

• A trade exhibition for operators • A vehicle show • A showcase for the industry...
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Mendip  
Blockbusters

Words and images by Martin Phippard

So whether old or new, big 
or small it would appear 
that few companies are 

completely recession-proof. 
Consequently it’s always 
encouraging to see a family-run 
business making a considerable 
financial investment in new 
equipment. And when we say 
new equipment, in this instance 
we are talking about trucks, 
trailers and cranes or self-
loaders. Fortunately brick and 
block hauliers J F Pearce and 
Sons are bucking the trend  
and looking confidently into  
the future.
The original business was 
started by John Pearce in 
1959 and at that time boasted 
a second-hand Dodge Kew 
tractor unit and single-axle 
semi-trailer. Three sons, James, 

a normal working day. “These 
days the work demands that 
we tramp around the country. 
For example we cover the 
whole of the West Country 
down as far as Land’s End and 
can travel as far over as East 
Anglia.  We sometimes go up 
to Manchester or Liverpool. 
Drivers can be away all week 
and that means they require 
decent sleeper cabs,” he added. 
“It’s interesting how things work 
out,” continued James who runs 
the busy company workshop. 
“For some years we had been 
buying used Volvos but we had 
never purchased any of the new 
models. Then we discovered 
that in fact the used Volvo artics 
were proving to be more reliable 
than the new trucks we were 
buying.  “So when the time 

John and Joe were introduced 
to the business at an early 
age and when their father 
died unexpectedly in 2000 
decided to continue with the 
family enterprise. At this time 
the fleet was made up of 13 or 
14 vehicles, mostly rigid six-
wheelers with drawbar trailers 
with Foden featuring as the 
preferred prime mover. 

Tramping truckers
“It seems like only yesterday, but 
less than a decade ago things 
were very different,” explained 
director Joe Pearce. “For one 
thing it was mainly all day work 
and although drivers always 
started very early they were 
generally home at night. Most of 
the time we ran to London and 
Kent and this was possible in 

came to invest in some brand 
new rigids and drawbars we 
decided it was time to give Volvo 
a chance.”

lucky thirteen
So far two of the ten new Volvo 
FH six-wheelers ordered have 
entered service and these have 
been enthusiastically received 
by their drivers. This is hardly 
surprising when it is remembered 
that the Volvos are powered by 
the popular and fuel-efficient 
D13-500 engine which is 
backed up by the automated 
two-pedal I-shift gearbox. The 
vehicles are configured as a 6x2 
tag since this offers the best 
combination of low tare weight 
and manoeuvrability. Traction is 
not compromised because the 
drive axle is equipped with a 

The Mendip Hills in Somerset have, like most other regions of Great 
Britain in these times of economic uncertainty, seen their fair 
share of business failures...
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differential lock and the tag axle 
has a temporary air dump facility. 
Twin wheels and tyres on the 
tag axle assure good stability, 
an important consideration 
with a rear-mounted crane. “At 
an all-up weight of 44-tonnes, 
this engine and gearbox set-up 
works perfectly, commented 
driver Steve Elliott.  “I had some 
reservations about the single 
drive and the automatic box 
when I first got the truck. But 
so far it has coped with any 
conditions I have encountered 
and as you know we are obliged 
to go off-road at some sites,”  
he added. 

Globetrotting grabs
A Globetrotter cab with a 
full-leather interior trim was 
specified because it wears better 
than cloth trim and provides 
drivers with a more luxurious 
work place  and the additional 
space afforded by the tall cab is 
welcomed by drivers.
The tri-axle trailers were built by 
Truck and trailer Conversions of 
Bristol and the 6.25-metre long 
alloy bodies are built in-house 
by Pearce themselves. The 

of 2012 the fleet size will 
have increased to a total of 
67. “I must say that we have 
high expectations of the new 
Volvos,” said Joe, a sentiment 
echoed by co-directors John 
and James. “We are hoping for 
an increase in fuel efficiency, 
lower maintenance costs and 
of course 100% reliability! The 
good news is that so far we 
have not been disappointed in 
any of these areas. We can only 
hope that in the long term our 
decision to invest in brand new 
Volvos for the first time in the 
company’s history will prove to 
be a wise one!” 

company has a long tradition of 
fabricating its own bodies and 
this work is undertaken because 
they can be tailored exactly to 
the tasks to be undertaken. 
A Pearce-built 6.25-metre body 
is also installed on the Volvo 
and at the rear of the chassis 
sits an Atlas 125.2 crane with a 
Kinshofer brick and block grab. 
An A V Orlandi hitch mounted 
at the extreme rear of the Volvo 
chassis is used to hook the truck 
and the trailer together.
The identical body lengths 
can accommodate just about 
any mix of product the driver 
is likely to encounter and long 
experience in the business 
has shown this to be the ideal 
size. Any shorter and load 
space can be compromised. 
But a longer body on the truck 
would mean increasing the 
wheelbase and that in turn 
limits manoeuvrability. 
Today the J F Pearce fleet 
comprises 59 vehicles in total 
and is made up of almost 
equal numbers of artics and 
drawbar combinations. Eight 
new Volvos have yet to be 
delivered and so by the end 

I had some 
reservations 
about the 
single drive 
and the 
automatic box 
when I first 
got the truck

24 - 26 APRIL 2012 . NEC BIRMINGHAM

All routes lead to
the Commercial
Vehicle Show
The CV Show is THE meeting place for
the road freight transport and logistics
business. Every year, thousands of
suppliers and operators meet to
improve productivity and enhance
profitability. In 2012 the Show is even
larger with a wider range of trucks,
trailers, vans and every conceivable
product and system to keep the wheels
of UK Ltd turning. 

Located at the NEC at the heart of the
motorway network the CV Show opens
from 8.30 to 5.30 April 24 to 26. 

See you there!

Register on line at
www.cvshow.com
for your FREE ENTRY
ticket and special
Show breakfast
voucher

CVShow 2012 visitor ad new_Layout 1  12/02/2012  22:32  Page 1
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First Name ...................................................................................................................................................

Surname .......................................................................................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................... Post Code ...............................

Telephone ....................................................................................................................................................

Email .............................................................................................................................................................

Simply spot and mark clearly all the 8 differences on the images above. Once completed either cut out or photocopy and 
post to: Volvo Truck Driver Magazine, 4th Floor, 19 Capesthorne Drive, Eaves Green, Chorley, Lancashire PR7 3QQ to be 
entered into a prize draw to win the 1:50 scale Volvo FH shown. Closing date for the competition is 02/06/2012.

Terms & Conditions: Not suitable for children under 14 years of age. The winner will be notified 
within 30 days of the closing date either by letter, telephone or email. All entrants will be placed in 
a hat and selected at random by a third party. No money alternative will be offered. The winner’s 
name and county will be displayed in the next issue of Volvo Truck Driver Magazine.

spot the  
difference

how to win:

Issue 1 Winner: Steve Banks from Wiltshire           Closing date:  20th April 2012           Winners details displayed in issue 3 of VTD
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ADBLUE

NOT CLASSIFIED 
AS HAZARDOUS 

MATERIAL 
ACCORDING TO 
EC DIRECTIVE 

67/548/EC

AUS32       ISO 22241
NON  
HAZARDOUS
Before use check all seals are intact. Do 
not remove any labels. Packaging 
without labels will not be accepted for 
return. If the seal in the cap is broken, 
the full deposit will be charged to you. 
Recommended storage temperature 
between  -10C and +35C. Do not store 
outside in direct sunlight. In case of skin 
contact flush skin with water. In case of 
eye contact, wash out thoroughly with 
water and seek medical attention. Use 
only with diesel engined vehicles 
equipped with SCR technology in 
accordance with vehicle manufacturers 
instructions.

Book Review

The Transcontinental was an audacious attempt by Ford to challenge
the best heavy truck producers in Europe and although it never made a
profit, it was loved by truckers.

In his new book, Patrick Dyer has gathered 200 photographs to show
the truck over the years and in a variety of liveries and locations. Each
photograph has an extensive caption. When read together these give the
complete story of the introduction and development of the model.
There is full information on bodywork and engine specifications, the little
differences that changed over time and the details which made the model so
special to those who drove it.

Patrick’s informative and friendly writing style gives the impression of sharing
this story with a fellow enthusiast.

The Ford Transcontinental is a hardback book
with 144 pages and 200 photographs priced at
£19.95.

Order your copy from Old Pond Publishing Ltd
on 01473 238200 or at ww.oldpond.com

Patrick W Dyer

Ford Transcontinental
at Work
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DOCKLANDS LOGISITIC SUPPORT
INCLUDING

SAMANTHA’S DINER & BAR
• Fresh home cooked

food
• Locally sourced food
• Homemade Curries,

Lasagne, Pies & 
Puddings

• Everyone welcome

Breakfast served from 6.30am 
Meals served till 9pm

Opening 6.30 am till 10pm Mon-Thurs 
6.30am till 6pm Fridays

There’s more to us than meets the eye
Come & see what we have to offer 

@ Anderson Road, Goole.
• Diner • Bar • Toilets • Male/Female Showers 

• Container storage/Hire • Short term car storage 
• Long/Short term HGV parking • Truck Washing 

• Coaches & Caravan washing
Do you require a large venue on weekends to stage

events i.e. Car shows • Rallies vintage events etc
Contact us on  

T - 01405 766349 M - 07730792140 E - stutan@talktalk.net
Website address dlsgoole.co.uk



SIMPLY THE BEST TRAFFIC FILM 
REMOVER YOU CAN BUY!

SIMPLY THE BEST TRAFFIC FILM 
REMOVER YOU CAN BUY!

SNOWSTORM TFR MAXI-MOUSSE
Super concentrated super foamy TFR
4 times more powerful than our 
closest competitor’s product!
210ltr barrel £269 = £1.28/lt   25lt £44.50

TFR ULTRA SUPER GREEN
Super concentrated and super 
environmentally and user friendly TFR
31⁄2 times stronger than the others!
210ltr barrel £249 = £1.18/lt   25lt £39.50

TFR ULTRA
Best selling super powerful TFR
More than 3 times stronger than the rest!
210ltr barrel only £199 = only 95p/lt 
25lt drum just £34.50

SPECIAL OFFER! 
BUY ANY OF THE ABOVE 

210LT BARRELS TO 
RECEIVE 25LT CONCENTRATED 

SCREENWASH FREE! (worth £34.50!)
OR RECEIVE 25LT CONCENTRATED
WASH N WAX FREE! (worth £34.50!)

THE LEADERS IN CHEMICAL
CLEANING TECHNOLOGY!

BUBBLE

BATH FOR

TRUCKS

FREE 

PUMP WITH 

BARREL

RING JENNY AND HER ANGELS ON 01634 245666
www.jennychem.com    jenny@jennychem.com

Adblue. Antifreeze. Aliclean. Pressure Washers. All Workshop Consumables. Vikan Wash Brushes....

JennyChem_Angels_A4_proof.pdf   1   08/02/2012   11:14


